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PW» AMES, £4 the 
Cy & 
graceof Gov King 


of England , Scot- 
land , France and 


Freland, Defender 


of the Faith »}@*Co To Our right eru- 
{tic, and right welbeloued Councellour, 
W1LL1AM Lord Knollys, Viſcount Wal- 
lingford , Malter of Our Court of Wards 
and Liueries, And to Qur trultie and well- 
beloued rhe Councell of the ſame Court, 
And to the Maſter and Councell of the 
{aid Court for the time being, Greeting. 

WHERE As Wee haue hereto'ore publi- 
{hed ſeuerall Commuſſions, with Inſtructi- 


onsand Directions to you Our Maſter 


A 3 and 


| 
| 
| 


&S 


and Councell of Our Court of Wards and 
Liucries , for compounding for Wards, 


 Ideors and Lunatiques, now that time 


and experience hauc produced the know- 
ledge of ſundry defe&s., that otherwilec 
could not caſily haue been forcfeenc,which 
arcto bce ſupplied by explanationand ad- 
dition to the ſame Our Inſtructions, ac- 
cording to Our gracious purpoſe for the 
good of Qur louing Subiccts,6 Qurcſpe- 
ciall care for rhe true anſwering of Qur 
Reuenues, And torſomuch as it doth ap- 
peare by common wy 95"4p"3 wh thecourſe 
which bath becne helde ſince the firſt 
erection of Our Court of Wards and Li- 


ueries, That partly by the {lackeneſſe of 


the Friends of the Wards, ypon the deccaſe 
of the Parents or Anceſtours, who haue 
forborne to offer timely Compoſition, 
ſometimes with opinion, that no Tytle 
could be found for Vs,and ſomtimes with 
urpoſe to ſuppreſle the ſame, & partly b 
nm faite of = men, the Cultodic of _ 


bodies andlands of Our Wards, hauc been 
committed to ſuch perſons, ſome for one 


reſpect 


CT Ea Ea. 


5 
reſpect, ſome for another,as (notwithſtan- 
ding the care and prouidence of you the 
Maltcr and Councell of Our Court , to 
bind them in great Bonds and Coucnants 
for the well cducating of the Children,and 
preferuation of rheir Inheritance) haue 


And whereasalſo Wee hane bene infor- 
med by you the Maſtcrof the aide Court, 
that by reaſon ofthe pu difficulties thar 
haucbene found by rhe Court, ypon fight 
of Ofhccs,and Surucyes only,tofct dovyne 
Compotitions for Wardſhips and Leafes 
of Wards Lands, with ſuchequaliticand 
moderation berweene Vs, and Our Sub- 
ies, as were mlt and reaſonable ; and 
char through want of duc mformation in 

that 
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that behalfe, much of the profit that mighr 
haue bene raiſed for Vs, hath bene diuer- 
red to diuers Sutors and Committees, who 
by obicuring the trueth of the Wards 
cltate , and by miſinforming of the Court 
therein, hauc. reaped greater profite, then 
was jntendcd , if you could by ordinary 
meanes , haue come by the knowledge of 
their yalues ; ſo as, both Wee haue recetued 
lefle then otherwiſe We ſhould haue done, 
and the Wards found little cale in many 
caſes. | 

_ Wherefore, for the preucnting of cheſe 
and the like inconucniences, and to the 
end that Our louing Subiccts may ſtand 
allured , that Wee' deſire nothing more, 
then that their Children and their Lands, 
that (hall fal{ vato Vs by realon of Ward- 
ſhips, mighr afcer their deceaſe, bee com- 
mixted ro their and rruſticft 


« friends,or to ſuch as they, by Wil,or other- 


wile, commit the charge vnto, vpon ſuch 
valuable conſiderations, as are mit and 
' reaſonable: And to the intent thatthe Pa- 
rentsand Anceſtours may depart in grea- 

ter 
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ter peace , in hope of this Our gracious 
fauour ; and their friendes may fee their 
Children brought P in pictic and lear- 
ning, and may take [uch care as is fir, for 
the preſeruation of their inhericance , if 
they wilſecke the ſame in time,andby ſuch 
mcanes as are fitte. and conuenient; Wee 
hauc thought good hereby ro require you, 
the Maſter and Councell of thefaid Court 
forthe time beciog , thatin diſpoſing and 
committing of the cuſtodic ofihe Bodies 
and Lands of ſuch Our Wards, whoſe An- 
ccltours are already deceaſed, or ſhall dic 
from and after the date of theſe preſents, 
and of ſuch Idcots and Lunariques, and 
their Eſtates, as ſhall fall vato Vs fiom 
hencefoorth,you ſhal ſtrictly and carefully 
obſcruetheſe OurDireCions following, | 


I'KsT, thatno Direction for the = Brecon - 
ding of any Office, bce giuen for 54-328 © 
Ward(hip of the Body and Lands of ke 7, o 

any Ward , varill the ende of one moneth Le Was. 


CESW fo . 
nextafter the death of the Anceſtor of WM -C a 
b- wp] 


Ward, but to the neereſt and truſticl 
B friends 
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friends of the Ward, or other perſons no- 
minatcd by the Anceſtor in the Wards be- 
halfe, who may in che meane time, become 
| | Suitors forthe ſame,among whom, choice 
| 
| 


may be made of the beit and fitteſt; and if 


. noneof the Wards friends make petition 
by theend of the moneth, thenit ſhall be 
lawfull for any other to petition, and to 

|  finde the Office for the ſaid Wardſhip. 
WT P\ A L $0, That no compoſition , agrec- 
— gncntorpromiſc of any Wardſhip,or Leaſe 
/ /J/- of Lands bce made, vnrill the Office bee 
| | found, and then ſuch of the Friends to 
ll hauc preferment, as rendered their Periti- 
| ons within the moneth, they yeelding a 
rcaſonable Compoſition; bor default of 
them, ſuch others as were or ſhall be Sui- 
rors, yeelding alſo a reaſonable Compo- 


{ition. | 

7G... ALSO, You hall doe your belt in- 

__— Sj;  deuours to informe your ſclues as perti- 

| "244 Ou , cularly as you may , by Commiſſon , Sur- 


ucy orotherwile, of the truth of the Wards 
Eſtates, aſwell of his Inheritance,as of his 
Goods and Charrels, and of the Eſtateof 
the 


- 


| Officers for their Compoſition , at ſuch 


7 
the deceaſed Anceſtor, and of all other duc 
circumitances conſiderable , to the ende 
the Compolitions may- bee ſuch as ma 
ſtand both with Our rea(onableprofit,and 
with the abilitie of the heires eſtate. p 
THAa Tall Pctitions for Wardlhips, I-__Z*f Anz * 
deots and Lunariques, ſhalbe firſt deliue- Qua 44 
red to the Clerke of the Court , by the Sui- Aa. / 
tor himſclfe, and the Clerke of the Court 
is hereby dire&ted to make entry of the 
ſame Petitions withour any Fee, the very 
day of thedcliuery of the ſame,and returne 
them to the Suitor , who ſhall afterward 
preſent the ſame Petition openly at the 
Councell Table of the Court of Wards, 
thereto be ordered by the Officers at their 
next {uting, 
THAT cuery ſuch Petition doe cx- 
reſle the ſcuerall Counties, wherein the 
Anceſtors dicd ſciſed of Lands. 
THAT all Petitioners that haue war- 4 flor nf 
' rantto finde an Office, and appointed to”,, 4 2 | 
attend at a certaine day, if after they finde gZ.7 . <= 
no Office, nor doe not attend before the 3 94 


"28 


B 2 timc 


g 
timcas was appointed,then they ſhall looſe 


 thebenchit of their Petition,and their bond 


ſhalbe pur in Proceſſe , (auing they ſhall be *| 
admitted to make their reaſonable, excuſe 
in any ofthe forclaid Cafes. 

T H A T cuery Fcodary doe appoint 
ſome certaine perſon and placc in London, 
whicher the Court may ſend directions to 
bze conueyed to the Feodarics continually 
for Our ſeruice. 

T H A Tcuery Feodary atthecnd of cue- 

Terme;, attend the Clerke of the Courr, 
and take notice-and direction out of the 
Petitions entred with the faide Clerke; in 
what Countics Our Tenaunts died ſci- 
ſed of any Lands, and of the Lands of Idi- 
ots, and that the Feodaries accordingly 
ſend vp their Certificate of the beſt impro- 
ued yalew of all the ſame Lands, lying in 


thcir aid ſcucrall Counties, by the firſt f1r- 
ting of the Officers the next Terme fol- 
lowing. 

TH a T the Feodary doe make his Cer:- 
tificate by view or other ſpeciall informa- 
tion of the beſt improoucd valew, with his 
reaſons 


ce 
4 
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reaſons rhercof priuatcly withour wing a _— 
knowledge to the Suicor, orany forkim of broodidge 
ay yalew intended by him to becertified, | 

and without taking any Fee or Reward fot oe . 
fromthe Suitor, or any for him for yalew- | 

ing the Lands or perſonall eſtate. 

T H A T the Feodaries do name intheir - _ Lb: 
Certificats,the Lands in order oneafter an- = ” 
other,as they lye inorder inthe Office,and 
to ſer downe in the one Margent of their 
Certificats, the valewin the office, andin (O\,, .. 
the other Margent the improoucd yalew 
ccrtified to: the Officers, and the ſame va- 
luations tobe diſtributcd according tothe 
eſtates found in the Office. 

TH AT the Feodarie doe certific all -, {, 2, 
Coppicholds , Leaſes, valew of woods, or 7 a 
other perſonall eſtatethat commethto the FTVYE 
Ward, orany immediate poſſibilitic ofany ns 
eſtate of Lands,whereby his marriage may _ 
be improoucd. 

TH AT the Feodary ſhall not mention . + -15Sot 
in his Certificate, any thing omitted our of #<y "27 077 
the office againſt the King to abate che; #7 =P 
Compolition- , but ſhall leauc the ſame ro- 
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| 10 . 
-þe alledged by the Suitor to beallowed (if 
cauſe be) vpon proofe to be made thereof 


by them at the Com poſition. 
THAT the Eſcheator,and Feodary, 


fices bee not confuledly found, by ioyning 


divers Mannors and Lands in one groſle 


value together. 


TH a T the Certificates of the Feoda- 


Ge COT 


liuered by the hands of a ſtranger, then he 
to deliuer it vpon oath, according to the 
yſuall courſe of the Courrt in like caſes, and 


to be brought by the Clerke vnopencd, at 


the Officers m_ thereto be opened, and 


vie to bee made of theſame. \ 
TH ar theFeodarics doe find Offices 


7 at the beſt yaluc that may appeare ypon 
{earch of ancient Offices,orother Records; - 


if therebe no Record, then tobe found by 
the Iurie, according ro Euidence to bee 
gen. | THAT 


* acquaint the Court for further directions 


"ET 


TH a T noOfficebefound withinthe Ys o 14.64 


/ 


pecre after the death of the Anceſtor a- 5%: FS 
gainſt Vs ora meane Tenure of Ys(not be- Ae prog ot 
ing Knights ſeruice) for any Ward within L044 - ws 


age,vntill the Feodary or Eſchcator do firſt 


therein, which the Feodary is inioyned ro 
doc with all conuenient expedition. | 
THaT cuery Feodary and Eſchetor, Fry £ '& 


— 


before the third Returne of cucry Terme, 5.77< 
{hall certifie into the Court, a 6/4 of all LOW £4 
Offices found inthe vacation'next before, *\ -« #5 
and whether a Tenure be found for Vs in 
Capite or by Knights fcruice, & the names 
ofthe Anceſtor and Heire, and hisage. 
T 1 a T the Clerks of the Petric Bagge, 
doc fileand tranſcribe all Offices that bec 
brought to them, and not to reie&t or ſup- 
reſle theſame, and the like courſe to bee 
vied intheExchequer with Offices that be 
returned into the Exchequer; and thar all 
due Fees bee foorthwirh diſcharged and 
payd ynto the Clerkes and Officers of the 
ſayd Courts: And ifany perſon ſhall denic 
ornegle6t to pay any ſuch duc Fees, then 
vþon 


12 


ypon the pctition of the fayd Clerke ro 
the Courtof Wards, order ſhall bee raken 
for their ſatisfa&tion. | 

TH AT no Eſchetor ſhall inforce any 
man to ſhew his Euidence vnrto himſelfe, 
neither ſhall hee hauc any power to dif- 
charge the Subic&s from finding their 
Offices. 

THAT all Sales and Compolttions 
for Wardſhips of the Bodies, and Leaſes 
of Lands, (cxcept the caſes of Conccalc- 
ments hereafter mentioned ) andall Com- 
micments of Idcots, and cuſtodie of their 
Eſtates beemadeby the Maſterand Coun- 

- cel] of the ſame Court, openly in the 
Councell Chamber of the Courrof Wards, 
 andby ſuch pcrſons as are authoriſed b; 

Statute in that behalfe. Neuerrheleſſethe 
Surucyorof theLiuerics, the Attourney of 
the Wards, Recciuer and Auditors, or any 
foure of them , without the Maſter, ma 
create with any to bring the ſayd Ward. 
ſhips, and the Leaſes, and the Commit- 
ments of Ideots to a price, opcnly in the 
Councell Chamber of the Court of Wards, 

, and 


- 


13 
and acquaint the Maſtcr therewith; in 
whole power it ſhall bce to allow of the 
ſame, according to the ſaid Statute. - 

TH A T Lealcs of Wards Lands (except 
thecaſcs of Conccalements hereafter men- 
tioned) bemade with a {mall or little Func, 
and for the beſtimproued yerely Rentthar 
ſhall be offered, conſideration being had 
ofall duc cautions, asaforcſayd. 

T H a T fellable Woeds, and Fines of 
Copiholds of inheritance bee alſo reaſo- 
nably valued and demiſed withrhe Lands, 
for « & beſt yecrely Rent, asaforclaid, with 
prouiſion "A fcllable Woods, that the Le(- 
{ces {cll chem by fit portions. 

THAT Fincsof Copicholds for lives 
bee madeand raiſed to Our vie, when, and 
as often as the Courr ſhall rhinke good, by 
certaine particular Commiſſioners, to bee 
appointed by the Maſter and Councellof 
Our fayd Court; which Commiſſioners 
ſhall bee charged ro make the beſt of ſuch 
Copicholds to bee granted, and trucly to 
7 ynto Vs into Our Recciptof Our 
fayd Court all ſuch ſummes, withourfraud 
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14 
or couin,as by themſhal hane bin receiued, 
due conlideration being had of their pains 
and expences, orelſsthe fame to bee com- 
pounded for ar the Councell chamber of 
the Court of Wards, as in other caſes of 
compoſitions. 

THAT therateand ſummeagreed yp- 
on by the Commillioners for the compo- 
{ition of any WardorLeaſe, do ſtand, and 
beenot abatcd in thecompoltition, neither 
in theFine nor Renr. 

T HAT no Ward(hips of the Body or 
Land ( except the caſes of concealements 
hereafter mentioned)ſhalbegiuen or gran- 
tedro any __ , Orathisluit, by way of 
reward or bencfit, but the beſt price & va- 
lue that (halbe offered, ſhalbe taken ro Our 
vic; So always as the neerelt and truſticſt 
Friends, ortheperſons nominated by the 
Anceſtor (they ſecking the ſame in time 
conuenicnt,as aforclayd,andmaking fir of- 
ferforit) bee preferred , and conf1dcrati- 
on had of the Wardes Eſtate, and of all 
due circumſtances conſiderable in ſuch 


Calcs. 


THAT 


A ” ts IEC Pn — oo og 


” : | 
THAT no Fine for any concealed 
| Wardfhip, or the Fineof the Leaſe of any 
Land be afleſled, buropenly at the Coun- 
ccll Chamber of the Court of Wards, by 
the Malter and the Councell at their leue- 
rall{ittings. | 

TH A T no mittigation of any meane 
rates, valewcs and forfeiture of marriage, 
Fines, debts or charges be diſcharged or a- 
bated,burt by the Maſter and Councell os 
penly ar their ſeucrall fittings. 

T H A Tnotonly cucry Committee and 
Leſlec , but cuery Allignce of cucry Com- 
mittee or Leſſee ( exceptthe Caſes of Con- 
ccalements hereafter mentioned) ſhall take 
the Oath, wiz, &c. And for that purpole 
eucry Committee, and Leflee, & Aſſignee, 
ſhall be ſworne whether he taketh ir to his 
owne vſc,or to the vie of any other, to the 
end they may both takethe Oarh. 

AND furthermore, Wee doe hereby re- 
quircand authoriſe you, thatyou giue or- 
der, that cuery perſon that ſhall proſecute 
ſuch Compalidlen for the cultodic of a 


Ward,Idcot,or Lunatique,orLeaſe of their 
| G3 Land, 


16 
Land, orothexcſtare (excepr the Cales of 
Conccalements. hereafter nary ve 
beforcany grant ofche body, or leafc of the 
Lands, bce deliuered vo him ynder the 
Scale of Quriaid Court, take his corporall 


Oarhin open Courr, or by Commiſſon(if 
the cauſe ſhall fo require ) before three 
Commuſſionets art the lcalt,whereofone to 
be aluſtice of thePeace, robecertified and 
rerurned:into the Court, before the deliue- 

of tuch graunt or Leaſe, in manerand 
Rene following, viz. 

F. el. B.doe ſweare, That nei- 
ther F,nor any other to my knowledge, 
haucor hath giuen,or promiſed, procu- 
red or coſented to gineorto be gen a- 
ny gift or reward, direaly or indireQ- 
ly,unto any Officer or Officers of the 
Court of Wards and Lineries, or to a- 
ny other perſon or perſons whatſoener, 
for procuring any preferment tocom- 


pound before an other , or for mitiga- 


tion 
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tron int the price of ent in any 
(- mpoſil al gi 'F fax 20ov or to 
made for the War dip of the body 
of L, S. his\M aiefties Ward, and 
A Leaſe of any the ſaide Wards 
Lands or for the figning or difſpatch- 
ing of any Grants of them , or any of 
them,or for the mitigatio 3of the yerely 
valew of any of the Lands of the ſaid 
Ward ( ordmary Fees onely excep- 
ted, And that Fioill not gine, nor any 
with my conſent ſhall gine , or conſent 
to be pruen any gift or reward, dire. 
ly or indire4ly for the' canſes afore- 
faid, or any of them, And that [doe 
take the ſaide Wardſhrp to: thevſeof 
the ſaid Ward, and the faids Leafe to 
the vſe of «A. ÞB. and notintraſt for 
or to the'vſe of anyorher perfonor per - 


ons whatſoener, Sohelpe mee'God. 
C q Thar 


I8 


+l MAT elpcciall choice be made of the 
Commiſlioners that recciuc the Oath in 
the Countrey), fo that the Oath may bee 
truely and' tully raken by the Commitr- 
tees, Leſſecs and Aſlignees, and the partics 
committing rrult'to any other. 

T H a T the Oath be taken by thoſe that 
are Commitrecs or Leſlces ypon neglect i 
hec verbas. 


 F.4.B. doe ſweare_, that neither 
F., nor, any other to my knowledge, or 
as I beleeue— or haue heard , haue or 
hath taken any courſe , or vſed any 
praiſe or combination direfly or in- 
direly , by my ſelfe. or by an other, 
with any perſon or perſons whatſoe- 
wer , to ſtay: or hinder the proſecution 
of, and for the (Compoſition for the 
Wardſhip of the body of B. (. or the 
Leaſeof any of the ſaid Wards lands, 
With any purpoſe or intent whatſoeuer, 

# that 


| Pt 
that the ſaid Wardſhip and Leaſe.., 
or either of them, by ſuch negle# and 
default of proſecution, might come to 
mee, or to any other tomy vſe_Þ, or by 
my meanes or procurement, or to my 


knowledge; So helpe me God. 


T HA T no Recufant bee admitted ro 
compound, or bee Aſſignee of any Ward 
of Bodic or Lands, or of Ideots. 

THAT all renders and continuances 
of Liucrics, be onely made to the Suruecy- 
our of the Liucries,who is commanded to 
take an exact care of Our juſt profits ther- 
in, Wee intending an account of him for 
that ſeruice. | 

THAT the Feodaries ſhall make Sur- 
ucys vpon Liueries,incaſes of ful age,alwel 
as in caſes within age ;and both according 
to the reaſonable value, hauing reſpect ro 
the improued value. 

BvrT touching Lunatiques,let no com- 

olition bee taken for the committing of 
them ortheir Eſtates; but lerſuch care be 


had 


zZO0O 


had thercin, as they may bee freely com- 
mitted totheirbeſt and ncereſtfriends,thar 
can recciue no benefir by theirdeath , and 
the Committees bound to anſwere, not 
onely the valuesfound by Office, butthe 
very iuſt yalue of chcir Eſtatcs vpon ac- 
compts , for the benefit of fuchLunatique, 
(if hee recouer) orof his next Heire, Exc- 
cytorsor Adminiſtrators, ducrcgard bec- 
inghad to the paincs and charges of fuch 
Committecs, in keeping, maintaining. go- 
ucrning , and curing of the ſaid diſtracted 

IONS. | 

THAT allthe reuenues of the Wards 
Lands bec immediatly payd into the Re- 
ceipt ofthe Wards, vnto the Receiver of 
theſame Courr , by the Farmors and Leſ- 
ſces themlclucs,and thal nor bee paid vnto 
the hands of any other ( cxcepting ſuch 
Rents that bee vnder the yalue of renne 
pounds a yeere, whicharcappointcd to be 
paid vnto the Feodarics. 

T xx a T Pcticions or demaunds for any 
allowance from vs cxhibited by rhe Feo- 
daries,or any other , for any ſcruicc or{dif- 

| burſements, 


a1 


burſments ſhall not-begratited or allowed 
yatillche ſame be both particularly exami- 
ned andallowed by the Maſterand Coun- 
cell openly attheir ſeucrall ſrrings. 

That the Recejuers account bee taken 
and declared cuery yeere, according to the 
Statute of 3 2. Henr.Ofaui, before the Malter 
of che Wards, Attourncy,& one or both of 
the Auditors; and after the determination 
of the layd accompr, the Mailer, Attour-' 
ney, and the Audirar or Auditors , ſhall 
all of them ſet their hands to the Receiucrs 
booke of Accomprs, which is and ſhall 
be for the Receiuers charge and diſcharge, 
as tho caſc ſhall eequire. O05 65 ic 

T x a T.the Audirors doe ingroſle into 
Parchment all the ſaid Recciuers accounts, 
according to theexprefietimeand diredti- 
on of toe Seanade ror. Alwrie 0Faui; and 
doe yecrely certificand returne the ſame ſo 
ingroſſed, with all the Warrants , Acquit- 
tances and Debentersinto the Treafuric of 
the Court of Wards, there to remaine as 
theRecordsofthe Courr,according tothe 
Statute, and the ancient. courlc of the 
Court. : D THAT 


LL 


\ TH ATalltheaccomprs of the Feoda- 
ries be likewiſe declared and certified cuc- 
|] Hillary Terme,to the Maſter and Coun- 
1Y cell of the Wards, openly art the fittings of 
| the Officers in the Councell Chamber, 

- that the Court may knowe how the re- 
maines vpon their accompts bce ſatisfied 
and paide, and their accomprs to be accor- 
dingly returned into the Court, there to 
remaine. 

AND becauſe Our purpolc in this 

E courſe, which now is taken, is to raiſe with 

| as little grieuanceas may beto Our louin 

Subiccs, thar reaſonable benefit whict 

ought to come ynto Vs, by the Marriages 

of Qur Wards, and by their Leaſes of their 

Lands, whercof a great part hath been di- 

ucrted by Grants to Committees , and o- 

therwiſe: Wee doe hereby declarc,that it is 

not Our meaning to change the courſe 

that hath been formerly held and vicd in 

finding Offices; nor to preſſe the raiſing 

or improouing of any values or Ratcs in 

any Inquiſitions, other then as aforeſaid: 

Neither will Wee.hauc the Rents _ 

ED tha 


_ 
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ſhall becreſcrued ypon ſuchLeaſes, or any 
ſuch Certificats, [nformationsorInſtructi- 
ons, as ſhall by any meanes begiuen or ap- 
peare of the valewes of ſuch Wards Lands 
or cſtates,to be tranſcribed,or tranſmitted 


toany other Court, Office, place or perſon; 


oradmitted or yſed as Preſ1dent, euidence 
orinducement, to charge Our Subics in 
any other payments now, or hercafter an- 
{werable vato Vs, Our Heires or Succel- 

ſors,or for any other cauſe. 
NEVERTHELEs, Wce are well pleaſed 
and contented, that if any Wardfhip, Lealc 
of Land , Meane rates before or after full 
age, now be, or hereafter ſhal be concealed 
from Vs , and no Suite ſhall be made with- 
in three yecres next after Our Tenants 
death , for ſuch Wardfhip or Leaſe; thatin 
ſuch caſe the Maſter and Councell of the 
Court of Wards, opcnly in the Councel- 
chamber, as aforeſaid , may admit any fit 
erſon whatſocuer, that{þall make offer to 
diſcouer Ourright ſoconcealed, or ſought 
tro beconcealed and ſuppreſſed, ypon good 
matter or proofe , ſhewed for Vs and ap- 
D 2 proucd 


2.4. 
proued by the Courr, to proſecute the fin- 
ding of an -Ofhce; and'to paſſe the aide 
Ward{hip,lcaſc or Mcane rates, without re- 
ftraining or binding the ſaid Court,or the 
partie proſccuting, according to the Dire- 
&tions aboue mentioned, bur that the Ma- 
ſter and Councel of thefaid Court , may 0+ 
penly in thecouncel-Chamber,as aforfaid, 
according to the partics trauaile, expenſes, 
aduznture and feruice done vnto Vs , re- 
ward him, by granting ſuch Ward(hip, 
Leaſe,or Meane rates; in luch ſort as others 
may. be encouraged to employ themſcelues 
inthe like Seruice ; And all deuices and 

ractiles to deceiue and'defraud Vs of Our 
ducand juſt Right, be berterpreucnted,; 
Any thing intheſeourTnſtructions orDi- 
reCtions to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
PROVIDED alwayes, and Wcedoc 
hereby declare it to be Our will and plea- 
fure,that where irſhall appeareto you, that 
neither Wee nor Our Progenitors , haue 
enioyed any benefit by Ward(hip, Liuery, 
Primer ſciſcn , Reliefe , Reſpect of Ho- 
mage, Fines or Meanc Rates of any Lands 
within 


25 
within the ſpace of threeſcore yeeres lalt 
palt, where ſuch benetite ought to haue 
come to the Crowne, if ſuch Tenure had 
bene acknowledged: Inluch caſes We are 
pleaſed to giue power and authoritie to 
you Our Maiter and Counccll of Our 
Court, openly in the councel-Chamber, as 
aforeſaid, to remit and relcale all ſuch Be- 
nefir and profit, as haue or ought to haue 
accrued vnto Vs,orto Our Progenitors,by 
realon of any ſuch Tenure, allowing to 
ſuch perſons as hauc proſecuted in Ourbe- 
halfe, ſuch part thereof as ſhall ſeeme good 
in your diſcretion, not exceeding a thirde 
part of the whole, as the ſame ſhalbe found 
by inquiſitionz Sauing to Vs, Our Heires 
and Succeſſours, the right and inheritance 
of Our Tenures; And ſauing Our Preroga- 
tiuc, and the bencfit and profit of ſuch 
Tenures of Vs, or Our Progenitors,as doc 


- expreſly appeare by marter of Record; 


And alſo ſuch as hauebenecreated, or 0- 
therwife come ynto Vs within the ſame 


time of threefcore yeeres. 0 
| D 3 AND 
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AN D nowthat We haueſo ſufficiently 
directed you,as Wee make lirtle doubt bur 
you will bee carcfull of Our profit in the 
execution of your places; So neuertheleſle, 
Weelet you know hereby,that ſeeing Our 
owne iudgement tells Vs, that there may 
fall into your conſiderations many cir- 
cumſtances , which mult guide youin af- 
ſcſling the Fincs for the marriages of Our 
Wards, and Renting of their Lands; ſome 
ari{ing either out of the broken cltare of 
the deccaſed , want of prouiſton for his 
Wife, his great charge of children vnpro- 
uided for, infirmitie or tenderneſle of the 
Heire, vacertainty of the Title, or great- 
_ neſſe of incumbrancevponthe Land , ſoas 
ſome Heire, that may in reſpec of his de-, 

rec, blood, orliuing, in opinion of the 
world be iudged to deleruea greatet Rent, 
or Fine, then ſome other perſons more ob- 
ſcure may, yet in regard of the cauſes a- 
boue mentioned , or ſome other of like 
ſorr,leſſe fir ro haueany greater charge laid 
vpon him ; Wee doe therefore, notwith- 
= ſtanding 
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ſtandingany thing contained in theſe Our 
Inſtructions, giue youtulllibertie, thatas 
+ theſe, orany other the like conſiderations, 
ſhall offer themſelues varo you, youmay 
vie that good diſcretion and conſcience 
which is fit, openly inthe Councell cham- 
ber, asaforeſaid , in mitrigating or abating 
the Fines or Rents vponthe ſaid Grants or 
Leaſes, to the reliefe of ſuch neceſlities; So 
alwayes as care betaken, that by any ſuch 
pretenſes, that profit which ſhould accrue 
vnto Vs,be not diverted toany others thar 
ſhall ſccke to drawe tothemlſcluesa priuate 
benefit out of this Our gracious care and 
conſideration. And Our will and plca- 
ſurc is, and Weedoe hereby direct andau- 
thoriſc you the Malter and Councell of 
the ſayd Court,and the Maſter and Coun- 
cell of theſame for the time beeing , that 
with the aduice of Our Iudges , Ailiftants 
of Our fayd Court, you diligently cxa- 
minc, {carch out, and rcforme all fraudu- 
lent deuices and pradctiſes, deuiſed or tobe 
dcuiſcd and put in yre, to decciucand de- 
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feate Vs of Our Ward(hips , or Leaſes of 
Our Wards Lands,or ofany duc oriuft be- 
nefir belonging vnto Vs , by reaſon of 
Qur Tenures. | 

AND laſtly , that the Maſter of the 
Wardes, Surucyour , Attourncy , Recci- 
ucr, Auditors, GClerke of the Court, and 
his Deputic, the Clerke of the Liucries 
and his Deputic, and all the Feodarics, 
and the Maſters Sccretarie, and all other 
Officers ,and perſons imployed in his Ma- 
ieſtics Reuenueof the Wards, ſhall rake an 
cxpreſſe oath, openly in the Councell 
chamber of the Court of Wardes,in man- 
ncr and forme following. 


I, A.B. doe fweare , that neither 
{, nor any other perſon for me by my 
appointment , knowledge or conſent, 
ſhall take or receiue of any perſon, a- 
ny gift or reward direaly or indi- 
realy , for any (ompofition or pre- 


ferment, 
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ferment, or cau}ing any perſon or per- - 
ſons to be preferred to compound be- 
fore another, or to haue any mittiga- 
tion in the price, or payment in any 
Compoſition or contratt , at any time 
hereafter to bee made for the IV ard.- 
ſhip of the bodie, or Leaſe. ofthe. 
Lands of any his Maiefties Wards, 
or for the cuſtody of any bus Maieſties 
[deots, or Lunatikes,or their Lands, 
Goods or ( hattels , or for the ſigning 
or diſpatching of any Warrant for 
any Grant of them or any of them, 
excepting ordinary Fees : So helpe 
mee God, |In witnefle where- 
of Wee hane caufed theſe Our 


Letters to bee madePatents. 


Witneſſe Our ſelfe at Weſt- 


E minſter 


—AR 1. BTL 
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minſter the eleuenth day of De- 
cember, in the ſixteenth yeere of 
Our Reigne of England, France 
and Ireland, and of Scotland the 
twoand fiftieth, 


Per ipſum Reo eM. 


BONHAM NORTON and Ilonn 
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